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RULE XLVIII OF THE RULES OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

RULE XLVIII 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

1. (a) There is hereby established a permanent select committee 
to be dtnown as the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 

(hereinafter in this rule referred to as the “select committee”). The 

select committee shall be composed of not more than sixteen Mem- 
bers with representation to include at least one Member from: 

(1) the Committee on Appropriations; 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services; 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs; and 

(4) the Committee on the Judiciary; 

(b) The majority leader of the House and the minority leader of 
the House shall be ex officio members of the select committee but 
shall have no vote in the committee and shall not be counted for 
purposes of determining a quorum 

(c) No Member of the House may serve on the select committee 
tor more than six years of continuous service, exclusive of service 
by any Member of the House on such committee during the 
Ninety-fifth Congress. To the greatest extent practicable, at least 
four of the Members of the House appointed to the select commit- 
tee at the beginning of the Ninety-seventh Congress and each Con- 
gress thereafter shall be Members of the House who did not serve 
on such committee during the preceding Congress. 

2. (a) There shall be referred to the select committee all proposed 
legislation, messages, petitions, memorials, and other matters relat- 
ing to the following: 

(1) The Central Intelligence Agency and the Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence. 

(2) Intelligence and intelligence-related activities of all other 
departments and agencies of the Government, including, but 
not limited to, the intelligence and intelligence-related activi- 
ties of the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National Security 
Agency, and other agencies of the Department of Defense; the 
Department of State; the Department of Justice; and the De- 
partment of the Treasury. 

(3) The organization or reorganization of any department or 
agency of the Government to the extent that the organization 
or reorganization relates to a function or activity involving in - 
telligence or intelligence-related activities. 

(4) Authorizations for appropriations, both direct and indi- 
rect, for the following: 

(A) The Central Intelligence Agency and Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence. 
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(B) The Defense Intelligence Agency. 

(C) The National Security Agency. 

(D) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of 
other agencies and subdivisions of the Department of De- 

The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of 

^fFn^intelligenoe and intelligence-related activities of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, including all activi- 
ties of the Intelligence Division. 

(G) Any department, agency, or subdivision which a the 
successor to any agency named in subdivision (A), (B)» or 
(Q- and the activities of any department, agency, or subdi- 
vision which is the successor to any department agency 
bureau, or subdivision named m subdivision CD), (E), or (*), 
to the extent that the activities of such successor .depart- 
ment, agency, or subdivision are activities described in 

subdivision (D), (E), or (F). , , .« , + 

(b) Any proposed legislation initially reported by the select com- 
mittee except any legislation involving matters specified in sub- 
paragraph (1) or (4XA) of paragraph (a), containing any matter oth- 
erwise within the jurisdiction of any st^d^ committ^shan, at 
the request of the chairman of such standing committee, be re- 
ferred to such standing committee by the Speaker for its consider 
ation of such matter and be report^to the Ho^ by su^h stendmg 
committee within the time prescribed by the Speaker in the reter 
ral^and^uiy^ proposed legislation initially reported by any commit- 
S other” than° theselect committee, which contains any matter 
SthiiS the jurisdiction of the select committee shall, at the request 
of the chairman of the select committee, be referred by the Speak- 
er to the select committee for its consideration 
be reported to the House within the time prescribed by the Speaker 

“(c^NoSfin this rule shall be construed as prohibiting or oth- 
erwise rSctoig the authority of any other committee to study 
and review any intelligence or intelligence-related activity to the 
Stent that such activity directly affects a matter otherwise within 

construed as amending, limiting 
or otherwise 8 changing the authority of any standing committee of 
?he Ho^to oSTfull and prompt access to the product of the 
intelligence and intelligence-related activities of any departmen 
agency of the Government relevant to a matter otherwise within 

to' the purposes of ac^untabilit, to 
the House shall make regular and periodic reports to the Hou ®®^ 
the nature and extent of the intelligence and intelligence-related 
activities of the various departments and agencies of the United 
States. Such committee shall promptly call to ^e attentmn of th^ 
TT nn cp or to anv other appropriate committee or committee 
K l^matteTrequTrmi the attention af*a House arjdt 
other committee or committees. In making such reports, the selec 
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committee shall proceed in a manner consistent with clause 7 to 
protect national security. 

(b) The select committee shall obtain an annual report from the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Secretary of State, and the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Such reports shall review the intelligence 
and intelligence-related activities of the agency or department con- 
cerned and the intelligence and intelligence-related activities of for- 
eign countries directed at the United States or its interest. An un- 
classified version of each report may be made available to the 
public at the discretion of the select committee Nothing herein 
shall be construed as requiring the public disclosure in such re- 
ports of the names of individuals engaged in intelligence or intelli- 
gence-related activities for the United States or the divulging of in- 
telligence methods employed or the sources of information on 
which such reports are based or the amount of funds authorized to 
be appropriated for intelligence and intelligence-related activities. 

(c) On or before March 15 of each year, the select committee 
shall submit to the Committee on the Budget of the House the 
views and estimates described in section 301(aXc) of the Congres- 
sional Budget Act of 1974 regarding matters within the jurisdiction 
of the select committee. 

4. To the extent not inconsistent with the provisions of this rule, 
the provisions of clauses 1, 2, 3, and 5 (a), (b), (c), and 6 (a), (b), (c) of 
rule XI shall apply to the select committee, except that, notwith- 
standing the requirements of the first sentence of clause 2(gX2) of 
rule XI, a majority of those present, there being in attendance the 
requisite number required under the rules of the select committee 
to be present for the purpose of taking testimony or receiving evi- 
dence, may vote to close a hearing whenever the majority deter- 
mines that such testimony or evidence would endanger the nation- 
al security. 

5. No employee of the select committee or any person engaged by 
contract or otherwise to perform services for or at the request of 
such committee shall be given access to any classified information 
by such committee unless such employee or person has (1) agreed 
in writing and under oath to be bound by the rules of the House 
(including the jurisdiction of the Committee on Standards of Offi- 
cial Conduct and of the select committee as to the security of such 
information during and after the period of his employment of con- 
tractual agreement with such committee); and (2) received an ap- 
propriate security clearance as determined by such committee in 
consultation with the Director of Centred Intelligence. The type of 
security clearance to be required in the case of any such employee 
or person shall, within the determination of such committee in con- 
sultation with the Director of Central Intelligence, be commensu- 
rate with the sensitivity of the classified information to which such 
employee or person will be given access by such committee. 

6. The select committee shall formulate and carry out such rules 
and procedures as it deems necessary to prevent the disclosure, 
without the consent of the person or persons concerned, of informa- 
tion in the possession of such committee which unduly infringes 
upon the privacy or which violates the constitutional rights of such 
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oereon or persons. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent 
Such committee from publicly disclosing any such information m 
anv case in which such committee determines that national inter- 
est in the disclosure of such information clearly outweighs any in- 
fringement on the privacy of any person or persons. 

7. (a) The select committee may, subject to the provisions of this 
rlnuse disclose publicly any information in the possession of such 
committee after a determination by such committee that the public 
interest would be served by such disclosure. Whenever committee 
action is required to disclose any information under this clause, the 
committee shall meet to vote on the matter within five days after 
any member of the committee requests such a vote. No member of 
the select committee shall disclose any information, the disclosure 
of which requires a committee vote, prior to a vote by the commit- 
tee on the question of the disclosure of such information or after 
such vote except in accordance with this clause. 

(bXl) In an y case in which the select committee votes to disclose 
publicly any information which has been clsssified under estab- 
lished security procedures, which has been submitted to it by the 
executive branch, and which the executive branch requests be kept 
secret, such committee shall notify the President of such vote. 

(2) The select committee may disclose publicly such information 
after the expiration of a five-day period following the day on which 
notice of such vote is transmitted to the President, unless pno to 
the expiration of such five-day period, the President, personally in 
writing, notifies the committee that he objects to the disclosure of 
such information, provides his reasons therefor, and certifies that 
the threat to the national interest of the United States posed by 
such disclosure is of such gravity that it outweighs any public m- 

tC (3) r Ifthe Presid«it!l)ersonally, in writing, notifies the select com- 
mittee of his objections to the disclosure of such information as pro- 
vided in subparagraph (2), such committee may, by majority vote, 
refer the question of the disclosure of such information with a rec- 
ommendation thereon to the House for consideration. T^e commit- 
tee shall not publicly disclose such information without leave of the 

H< ?4fwhenever the select committee votes to refer the question of 
disclosure of any information to the House under subparagraph 3) 
^chairman shall, not later than the first day on which the 
House is in session following the day on which the vote occurs, 
report the matter to the House for its consideration. 

(5) If within four calendar days on which the House is in session, 
after such recommendation is reported, no motion has been made 
bv the chairman of the select committee to consider, in closed ses- 
sion, the matter reported under subparagraph (4), .then such a 
motion will be deemed privileged and may be ma <* ® by : Y 
Member. The motion under this subparagraph shall not be subject 
to debate or amendment. When made, it shall be decided without 

intervening motion, except one motion to adjourn. . 

(6) If the House adopts a motion to resolve into closed session, 
the Speaker shall then be authorized to declare a recess sul^ect to 
the cafiof the Chair. At the expiration of such recess, the pending 
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9 Subject to the rules of the House, no funds shall be appropri- 
ated for any fiscal year beginning after September 30, 1978, with 
the exception of a continuing bill or resolution continuing appro- 
priations, or amendment thereto, or conference report thereon, to, 
or for use of, any department or agency of the United States to 
carry out any of the following activities, unless such funds shall 
have been previously authorized by a bill or joint resolution passed 
by the House during the same or preceding fiscal year to carry out 
such activity for such fiscal year: 

(a) The activities of the Central Intelligence Agency and the 

Director of Central Intelligence. 

(b) The activities of the Defense Intelligence Agency. 

(c) The activities of the National Security Agency. 

(d) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of 
other agencies and subdivisions of the Department of Defense. 

(e) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the 
Department of State. 

(f) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities ot the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, including all activities of the 
Intelligence Division. 

10 (a) As used in this rule, the term “intelligence and intelli- 
gence-related activities” includes (1) the collection, analysis, pro- 
duction, dissemination, or use of information which relates to any 
foreign country, or any government, political group, party , military 
force, movement, or other association in such foreign country, and 
which relates to the defense, foreign policy, national security, or re- 
lated policies of the United States, and other activity which is in 
support of such activities; (2) activities taken to counter similar ac- 
tivities directed against the United States; (3) covert or clandestine 
activities affecting the relations of the United States with any for- 
eign government, political group, party, military force, movement, 
or other association; (4) the collection, analysis, production, dissemi- 
nation, or use of information about activities of persons within the 
United States, its territories and possessions, or nationals of the 
United States abroad whose political and related activities pose, or 
may be considered by any department, agency, bureau, office, divi- 
sion, instrumentality, or employee of the United States to pose, a 
threat to the internal security of the United States, and covert or 
clandestine activities directed against such persons. 

(b) As used in this rule, the term “department or agency in- 
cludes an organization, committee, council, establishment, or office 
within the Federal Government 

(c) For purposes of this rule, reference to any department, 
agency, bureau, or subdivision shall include reference to any suc- 
cessor department, agency, bureau, or subdivision to the extent 
that such successor engages in intelligence or intelligence-related 
activities now conducted by the department, agency, bureau, or 
subdivision referred to in this rule. 

11. Clause 6(a) of rule XXVIII does not apply to conference com- 
mittee meetings respecting legislation (or any part thereof report- 
ed from the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. 
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